The Future of Food: Can We Strike the Right Balance?

The George Hotel, Edinburgh
22 April 2010
Food security.  Feeding a growing global population.  The impact of climate change.  Securing a sustainable food industry.  The potential role of GM ….  All BIG topics, but topics that the  

2010 joint SFDF/REHIS/IFST symposium is set to tackle head on at Edinburgh’s George Hotel on 22nd April.

The Future of Food: Can we strike the right balance? is a key event in Scotland’s food trade calendar and presents you with a unique opportunity to take part in stimulating discussion and debate with food industry colleagues, growers, leading scientists, consumer bodies and policy makers.

Book your place at the 2010 Symposium now to hear thought provoking presentations from an array of high profile speakers including Sir David Baulcombe, Chair of the Royal Society group that produced the hard-hitting report, ‘Reaping the Benefits: Science and the Sustainable Intensification of Global Agriculture’.  

‘Reaping the Benefits’ says the world's growing population means food production will have to rise by about 50% in 40 years.  Approaches it endorses include improved irrigation, systems of growing crops together that reduce the impact of diseases and….. genetic modification.  But what do organisations such as the Soil Association make of this?  Well, you’ll find out on 22nd April as the Director of the Soil Association Scotland, Hugh Raven, will also be a symposium speaker!

Other names having their say include former Food & Drink Federation President, Iain Ferguson; Professor Charles Milne, Director of FSA Scotland; NFU Scotland’s Chief Executive, James Withers …plus several others.

Demand is likely to be high for this thought provoking, not to be missed event.  To make sure you are part of it, you can Book online now.   

Or you can contact Joan Creelman at the Scottish Food & Drink Federation on tel: 0131 229 9415 or e-mail: joan.creelman@sfdf.org.uk.  

Delegate rates are: £70 (for members of SFDF/FDF/IFST/REHIS); £95 for non-members; and £25 for students.

If you require further information regarding this event, please contact Joan Creelman on 0131 229 9415 or e-mail  joan.creelman@sfdf.org.uk 
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The Future of Food: Can We Strike the Right Balance?
The George Hotel, Edinburgh
22 April 2010
10.00 am
Registration and coffee

10.30 am
Welcome and Chairman’s Introduction 
Professor Graeme Millar
10.40 am
Sir David Baulcombe FRS



Chair of Royal Society WG which produced ‘Reaping the Benefits’ report 

11.05 am 
Iain Fergusson 


Industry Perspective
11.30 am
Hugh Raven 

Soil Association Perspective
11.55 pm
Syngenta 
12.20 pm
Q&A Panel Session


12.45 pm 
Lunch & Networking
1.45 pm
Scottish Government representative
2.05 pm
Professor Charles Milne


Food Standards Agency Scotland – Consumer Perspective
2.25 pm

James Withers 

National Farmers’ Union of Scotland
2.45 pm

Open discussion
3.15 pm 

Tea, Coffee & Networking
Symposium fee (includes lunch and VAT):  Members of SFDF, FDF, IFST or REHIS - £70  Non-members -  £95  Students - £25    
VAT No.: GB 761 2535 41

REGISTRATION FORM ( ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel_______________________Fax​_____________________E-mail_______________________________________________________
Member SFDF/FDF □  IFST □  REHIS □   Non-member □    Student □  (Please tick) 

 I/we enclose cheque for £____________           Please make cheques payable to: “Scottish Food and Drink Federation” and send to: SFDF, 4a Torphichen Street, Edinburgh EH3 8JQ.   Tel: (0131) 229 9415 Fax. (0131) 229 9407 E-mail. joan.creelman@sfdf.org.uk 
Institute of


Food Science


& Technology 











