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REHIS sows the seeds of a gift idea in the Pentland Hills 

A natural forest in the Pentland Hills is getting a little bigger, thanks to the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS).

At the REHIS annual conference in Perth in November, organisers decided to take this year’s theme of ‘Healthy Environments: Healthy Scotland’ to heart, when it came to providing ‘thank you’ gifts for guest speakers.

In previous years, they have been presented with such items as inscribed pen and pencil sets. This time, however, REHIS has decided to plant 100 trees to thank the speakers, who include the well-known environmental campaigner, Professor David Bellamy. 

The new Downy Birch, Sessile Oak and Rowan trees – all native species – are being planted near Bonaly Country Park in the Pentland Hills, in an area where some of the existing natural forest has suffered from the attention of roe deer and other predators.

To ensure the 100 new trees can grow safely, REHIS is also providing ‘tree protectors’ to prevent damage by animals.

REHIS President, Keith McNamara says he’s sure that this year’s guest speakers will appreciate the sentiment: “Environmental concerns are central to the conference, and the idea of expanding a natural Scottish forest seemed a very appropriate way of thanking our guest’s for their contribution.

“It occurs to me that tree-planting would make a nice gift for anyone who is concerned about the environment, so we may be starting a trend!”

ENDS

For press and media information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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