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Cause For Concern About Private Water Supplies 

The 95,000 people in Scotland served by private water supplies are not being protected by the regulations to ensure adequate standards.

The latest annual report from The Royal Environmental Institute of Scotland (REHIS) has published figures from all Scottish local authorities that show 40% of samples, have failed to meet acceptable levels of bacterial contamination while 28% have failed chemical tests.

“Regulations came into effect in 1992 which provided local authorities with increased powers to require improvements to be made to private water supplies but the latest sampling results indicate that many people are still drinking sub-standard water” says John Beveridge, Council member of REHIS. 

“It has been 25 years since the first standards were set on the quality of water intended for human consumption and this REHIS report shows that there has been only minimal improvement. In rural areas, where there is no access to the public water mains, many people depend on private supplies and, although we now know much more about these, there have been major problems about ensuring they are fit to drink.

“As well as a shortage of resources and funding, there is a perception among some people that, because it has never done them any harm, there is little risk to their health but private supplies need to be treated to prevent potentially serious infections from bacteria such as E coli 0157, Cryptosporidium and Campylobacter .

“REHIS has been working with the Scottish Executive to ensure that new draft regulations will address many of the outstanding issues but proposed improvements are aimed at commercial users such as large campsites and hotels - domestic supplies remain vulnerable.”

The REHIS annual report also publishes figures on public water supplies as well as a range of other current environmental health issues including food safety, occupational health and safety, swimming pools, licensed traders, housing standards, caravan sites, atmospheric pollution, public health, noise, abandoned cars, animal welfare and pest control.

NOTE:

REHIS represents more than 1000 environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.  

Website www.rehis.org
 For press and media information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995
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