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Edinburgh Man is New REHIS President

Poverty, antisocial behaviour and smoking are top priorities

A former Depute Director of Edinburgh’s Environmental Health department has, for a second time, been elected President of the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS), the influential body that represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland.

John Stirling, who is also Chairman of the Scottish Food Safety Officers’ Registration Board, says he’s in no doubt about his priorities for the forthcoming year: “We have to tackle the well recognised connection between poverty and areas of deprivation, and poor environmental standards.

“The new legislation to control smoking in public places and to tackle antisocial behaviour has given the environmental health profession its biggest opportunity for decades to improve the wellbeing of the Scottish people.”

The new REHIS President joined the former Edinburgh Corporation in 1965, and qualified as an Environmental Health Officer in 1969. He obtained an MSc in Acoustics, and spent much of his career working in the field of pollution, rising to the post of Depute Director of Environmental Health, before retiring in 1996.

Photograph shows REHIS President, John Stirling. 

For press and media information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330
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