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Scots Health Minister urged to act on sunbed threat

REHIS asks for legislation to be in place by the end of current parliamentary session

The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) has written to Health Minister, Andy Kerr, requesting urgent action to tackle the growing dangers of sunbed use.

The Institute has told the Minister that a national strategy is required to regulate the activities of sunbed operators.

REHIS, whose membership is largely comprised of local authority Environmental Health Officers across Scotland, first requested action by the Scottish Executive in 2003. Earlier this year, the Institute supported a proposed Private Members Bill raised by Ken Macintosh MSP, which called for legislation on the matter.

However, while no legislation has yet been forthcoming, the threat to public health posed by sunbed salons in Scotland has increased dramatically in recent years: A 2006 REHIS survey of sunbed use found that there are now 810 sunbed salons in Scotland – more per head of population than any other part of the UK; many have no controls over the age of customers, the appropriateness of their skin or medical conditions, use of eye protection, and their exposure to harmful ultraviolet radiation.

John Sleith of the REHIS Council says nationwide legislation, in place before the end of the current Scottish parliamentary session, would offer vital protection: “The number of Scots being diagnosed with skin cancer has trebled over the last 30 years – there are now more than 7000 new cases every year. Our young people are most at risk – Scots aged between 20 and 39 are more likely to be diagnosed with malignant melanoma (the most lethal form of skin cancer) than their counterparts elsewhere in the UK.”

“Some local authorities have introduced their own measures under existing legislation to allow for schemes of registration or licensing of sunbed parlours. However, the application of these schemes is patchy and, even where they are in use, the conditions may vary from one Council area to another.”

The letter to Andy Kerr,says : “REHIS believes that a level playing field should be applied to the enforcement of safety in these premises and, in order to achieve this, our first preference would be for primary legislation to be brought forward by the Executive, requiring a compulsory registration scheme or a licensing regime.”

REHIS has also offered to meet the Health Minister to discuss the matter in detail.
Mr Sleith says the latest REHIS survey has shown that unregulated sunbed parlours represent a very real risk to public health: “Our fear is that the REHIS data is only the tip of the iceberg. Environmental Health Officers have reported to us only those premises which they are aware of. Since there is no national licensing system in place, there may be many more sunbeds in hairdressers shops, beauty salons and other premises which are unknown to us.”

ENDS

NOTES:

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of health, hygiene and safety. www.rehis.org 
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