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Environmental Health ‘relegated to lower tiers of council structures’

Concern for the future of the Scotland’s environmental health services
The President of The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) will today (Wednesday 22nd November) express his deep concern for the future of the country’s environmental health services.

Speaking at the opening of the 24th annual REHIS conference, being held in Glasgow, John Stirling will highlight the dramatic reduction in the number of Environmental Health Officers and support staff within Scotland’s local authorities.

The REHIS President will tell delegates that, in 1990, there were 731 EHOs and 459 technical support staff throughout Scotland’s local councils. Despite a significant increase in the responsibilities of Environmental Health personnel, by 2005 there were only 525 EHOs and 290 support staff – reductions of almost 30% and 37%, respectively. 

John Stirling says those in charge of Scotland’s health must recognise the true value of Environmental Health Officers: “These statistics make me very concerned for the future. There are too many examples of environmental health services being relegated to the lower tiers of council structures, and confined to small sections of huge multi-function departments. 

“With little or no influence at management level, EHOs and the environmental health service continue to lose their positive influence on public health. This loss of independent advocacy for the public should be of real concern to the powers that be.”

“EHOs are front line, community-based professionals - and they are about much more than ensuring that the increasing number of performance indicators are met.”

The annual REHIS conference runs from the 22nd to 24th November at the Menzies Hotel, Washington Street, Glasgow. 

ENDS

NOTE:

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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