[image: image1.jpg]



New Public Health Threats Within Scope Of Environmental Health Professionals

The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) has expressed confidence in its members’ role in dealing with any threat of illness pandemics, chemical and biological attacks. 

In response to the Scottish Executive’s consultation document on proposed new public health legislation for Scotland, REHIS says Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) working at local level are already competent and trained in these matters - but existing legislative responsibilities would be improved by better collaboration and joint training with NHS colleagues.

REHIS President Bernard Forteath says: “We agree that the time is right to review current legislation so that it is fit for purpose in 21st century Scotland. While the 1897 Act, on which current much public health legislation is based, has served us well, society has changed dramatically since the nineteenth century and a number of emerging public health issues now need to be addressed in new legislation if they are to be managed effectively should the need arise”

“By education, training and experience, EHOs are ideally placed to deal with their role in tackling the demands of any major outbreak. For example, isolation and containment of affected people and locations as appropriate in food, water and airborne contamination are among their well practiced procedures and have proved effective when required.

“Environmental Health Officers have existing responsibility in law to ensure that people, premises and property are managed successfully to protect the health of the population from infectious diseases and environmental hazards. Their current remit is wide ranging covering everything from food, water and air quality to housing, workplaces and port health.”   

Environmental Health Professionals have been at the forefront of public health protection in Scotland for well over a hundred years and the Institute, which can trace its origins back to 1875, is the oldest public health organisation in the UK.

Currently, Environmental Health Officers all hold BSc Honours degrees and undergo 48 weeks of post graduate training followed by rigorous professional examinations.

REHIS represents more than 1000 environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland, providing an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of health, hygiene and safety.
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For further information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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