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Scots tattoo, piercing, acupuncture and electrolysis operators unaware they are breaking the law
The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) says many providers of tattooing, skin piercing, acupuncture and electrolysis services across Scotland may be unaware they are committing a criminal offence by operating without a licence. 

As a result, some could face temporary – or permanent – closure.

The warning comes as Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) from throughout Scotland attend the country’s first training seminar on enforcing licensing laws in such premises (Tuesday Feb 13th).

The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Skin Piercing and Tattooing) Order 2006 came into force in Scotland last year. Since then, REHIS has been working with Health Protection Scotland and the Scottish Executive to produce national licence conditions that will allow for a consistent approach throughout the local authorities in Scotland.

For the first time, EHOs will have strict standards to work to with regard to:

· Cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation arrangements

· Arrangements for waste and sharps disposal

· Operator and Equipment requirements

· Client information, consent forms and record keeping 

· Treatment area and waiting area requirements

· General state of repair of the premises.

The training seminar, organised jointly by REHIS and Health Protection Scotland, will provide EHOs with the necessary information to implement the recently introduced licensing regulations, but REHIS Health and Safety spokesman, Graham Robertson says many salons may be in for a shock:

“I firmly believe that many operators don’t even know that licensing has been introduced, and I would urge them to contact their local Environmental Health Department immediately.

“Having been granted a licence, providers of skin piercing services will have to maintain high standards. If any problems are identified, either during routine inspections or as a result of complaints, the introduction of the new licensing order, gives EHOs strict standards to work to. Failing to meet these standards may result in enforcement notices being served or the revoking of licences when necessary. So operators need to heed the warning.”

ENDS

For press/media information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

NOTE:

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.[image: image2.png]
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