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Scots smoking ban enforcers urge a ‘softly, softly’ approach in England

Environmental Health Officers survey declares Scotland’s smoke-free initiative an outstanding success

The environmental health professionals responsible for implementing Scotland’s smoking ban over the last year are urging their English counterparts to adopt a ‘softly softly’ approach when similar measures come into effect south of the border.

A Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) survey says the Scottish ban has been an overwhelming success. Since its introduction on 26th March 2006, Scots Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) have conducted more than 55,000 inspections of premises, resulting in just one prosecution for a breach of the regulations.

The President of REHIS, Bernard Forteath says invaluable lessons have been learned, and he confidently predicts similar success when the English ban is implemented in July: “The most important advice we can offer to English EHOs is that they, too, should initially adopt an advisory and supportive stance - reserving enforcement action only for blatant or persistent offenders.

“We found that our non-confrontational strategy paid handsome dividends and, within a very short period of time, the ban had been widely accepted by smokers.”

Marking the anniversary of the Scottish ban, the membership of REHIS has been surveyed to gauge their experiences of the first 12 months of the new regulations, with the results showing an overwhelming endorsement of the success of the smoke-free initiative.

“We would like to see even more smokers now giving up the habit for the sake of their health and to tackle the litter caused by stubbed out cigarette butts”, says Bernard Forteath, “But make no mistake, the ban has been a massive success, and it ranks alongside clean drinking water, basic sanitation, good housing and safe food, as among the most important public health developments of the last 200 years.

“Although much of the attention has focussed on licensed premises, the ban is protecting non-smokers from the harmful effects of tobacco smoke across the whole spectrum of enclosed leisure and work establishments.

“With the co-operation of all concerned and an educative and common sense approach, the same benefits can be confidently predicted in England.” 

For further press information contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. With headquarters in Edinburgh, REHIS provides an important voice and forum for environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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