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Funding change threatens success of Scots smoking ban
Local Councillors urged not to re-direct cash intended for front-line enforcement
The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) is warning that an apparently minor change in funding for enforcement of the nation’s Smoke Free legislation represents a serious threat to its continued success.

While the Scottish Government has announced continued funding to support front-line enforcement by Environmental Health departments, it is no longer ‘ring fenced’ – allowing individual Local Authorities to spend the cash elsewhere.
Environmental Health Officers from across Scotland have contacted REHIS after failing to secure assurances from some Councils that the funding would be used to continue front-line enforcement of the smoking ban.
REHIS President, Robert Howe says the enormous success of Scotland’s smoke-free legislation is in jeopardy: “I fear that this could be the thin end of the wedge.

“While the smoking ban has enjoyed overwhelming support from both the public and proprietors of premises, that is partly because the prospect of enforcement has been in the background and, even then, some enforcement has been necessary. In addition, there are still many issues that have yet to be successfully addressed, such as smoking in taxis and hotel rooms.

“Although the continued Scottish Government funding is intended for front-line enforcement, the cash no longer has to be accounted for, and we believe financial pressures will tempt some Local Authorities to spend the money elsewhere. Certainly, initial queries by Environmental Health Officers suggest that is exactly what is happening. In some cases, the funding may not even reach Environmental Health Departments, let alone be used specifically in support of smoke-free legislation.

“The ban on smoking in public places is the most significant public health intervention in Scotland for decades. It ranks alongside the provision of clean drinking water and basic sanitation as one the most important environmental health developments of the last 200 years.
“REHIS is appealing directly to every local councillor in the country – please ensure that your local authority spends this money on front-line enforcement of the smoke-free legislation. Resources must continue to be deployed on the front-line, or the smoking ban could yet fail.”
ENDS

For press and media information, or to arrange an interview, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. The Institute provides an important voice and forum for a wide range of environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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