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MSPs receive unique Environmental Health awards

Two Members of the Scottish Parliament have received unique awards for their contributions towards improving the nation’s environmental health.

The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) has recognised the efforts of Stewart Maxwell and Kenneth Macintosh by creating special Awards for ‘Meritorious Endeavours in Environmental Health.’

A Private Member’s Bill Tabled in 2004 by Stewart Maxwell, MSP for West of Scotland, initiated the debate that led to Scotland’s ban on smoking in public places in 2006. Ken Macintosh, MSP for East Renfrewshire, is awarded for his campaigning work to introduce a licensing scheme to regulate sunbed salons.

REHIS President, Robert Howe says both men have had a major impact on environmental health issues of serious and longstanding concern:

“Scotland’s ban on smoking in enclosed public places ranks alongside the provision of clean drinking water and basic sanitation as one the most important environmental health developments of the last 200 years. A recent survey of nine Scottish hospitals revealed a 17% fall in admissions for heart attacks in the first year following the ban while, in the preceding decade, the annual Scottish reduction was just 3%. REHIS campaigned on this issue for many years – but it was Stewart Maxwell who began the legislative process to make the ban a reality, and he can be very proud of the fact.

“REHIS believes that Ken Macintosh’s ‘Regulation of Sunbed Parlours’ Bill has aroused parliamentary scrutiny that will lead to significantly greater protection for the public. Scotland has more sunbed salons per head of population than any other part of the UK, and many have no controls over the age of customers, the appropriateness of their skin or medical conditions, use of eye protection, and their exposure to harmful ultraviolet radiation. The number of Scots being diagnosed with skin cancer has trebled over the last 30 years – there are now more than 7000 new cases every year. Scots aged between 20 and 39 are more likely to be diagnosed with malignant melanoma - the most lethal form of skin cancer - than their counterparts elsewhere in the UK”.
“Never before has REHIS gone to such lengths to recognise the contribution made by individuals to Scotland’s environmental health, but we believe the efforts of Stewart Maxwell and Ken Macintosh merit this recognition. We congratulate them both, and hope that other politicians will follow their lead by acting on the many important environmental health issues still facing Scotland”. 

ENDS

For press and media information, contact Gerry Davis on 01224 862330 or 07860 561995

REHIS represents environmental, community and public health professionals within local government, health services, commerce and industry throughout Scotland. The Institute provides an important voice and forum for a wide range of environmental health issues, and plays a vital role in the advancement of public health, hygiene and health and safety.
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