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Professor Hugh Pennington Calls For The Protection of Food Safety Services in Scotland
Professor Sir Hugh Pennington, one of the UKs most prominent microbiologists will tomorrow (Wednesday 7th October) outline his concerns over potential cuts in the front line local government services of Food Safety and Environmental Health.

Professor Pennington will address a Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) seminar in Edinburgh where, against a background of increasing local government financial cutbacks, he will call for the ring fencing of these services by local authorities across Scotland in any future budgetary decisions.
Professor Pennington has led a number of notable food hygiene related public inquiries including the 1996 South Lanarkshire where 21 people died following an outbreak of E. coli O157.
Joining Professor Pennington will be Sharon Mills, mother of five year old Mason Jones who tragically died following the E. coli O157 outbreak in South Wales in October 2005.  Professor Pennington led the public enquiry in South Wales 

Ms Mills will speak about the culpability of William Tudor, the butcher who was traced as the source of the outbreak and received a custodial sentence following a successful prosecution using evidence gathered by food safety officials and her own personal tragedy that she faced. 
REHIS President, Colin Wallace said: ‘Environmental Health Officers and Food Safety Officers across Scotland do a vital job every day in ensuring that the public are protected as far as possible from risky and dangerous practices.
‘It is often considered an ‘unseen service’ but the commitment shown by REHIS members in carrying out their work means that potentially hundreds of cases of food poisoning and other health issues are prevented.

‘Tragically, we have seen the regrettable consequences of poor hygiene standards and not following the guidance and legislation that has been introduced over the years for good reasons.  We are grateful for Hugh Pennington and his work in raising the awareness of our work and standards across industry in general.’ 
A number of top experts in food safety, environmental health and industry representatives from across Scotland and the UK will also hear on a range of related subject areas at the seminar.

Ends
Note to Editors

Professor Pennington and Ms Mills will both be available for interview on Wednesday 7th October from 10.45am in the Holiday Inn, Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 6UA following their presentations.  Please contact Tom Bell, Chief Executive REHIS on 07840 630667 or 0131 223 3993 before Wednesday to indicate your interest.
The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland is a registered Scottish charity.  The Institute has over 1,000 members of whom the majority are Environmental Health Officers, many of whom are employed by Scottish local authorities. 

The objects for which the Institute is established are for the benefit of the community to promote the advancement of Environmental Health by:

1. stimulating general interest in and disseminating knowledge concerning Environmental Health;

2. promoting education and training in matters relating to Environmental Health; and 

3. maintaining, by examination or otherwise, high standards of professional practice and conduct on the part of Environmental Health Officers in Scotland

The objectives of the Institute are achieved in a number of ways including:
· holding an Annual Conference, courses and meetings at which papers are presented and professional subjects are discussed. 

· publishing an Annual Report on Environmental Health in Scotland.

· making representations to government departments and other bodies on environmental health matters and submitting observations on the content of proposed legislation. 

· working closely with universities and colleges on the content of courses to prepare students for their future role as qualified officers.

· appointing representatives to working groups and advisory bodies which are set up to report and advise on a wide range of environmental health matters

· membership of the Institute is open to persons who are suitably qualified and who work in either the community health, environmental health or public health services or are engaged in commercial or industrial activities associated with environmental health. Elected members of local authorities, health boards and persons with an interest in environmental health are also eligible for associate membership. 

